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One of the salutary signs of the growing interest in the history of medi-
cine is the recent appearance of a large number of histories of medicine devot-
ed to a given locality-a country, a state, a town, or even a hospital. A few
weeks ago, for example, Hoeber published a History of Haitian Medicine
(Parsons). The state histories, however, are even more significant. C.
B. Burr's Medical History of Michigan*, the first volume of which has just
appeared, is an admirable work giving, among other things, many details
about William Beaumont. W. P. Blanton's Medicine in Virginia**, also
a delightful book, nicely printed and bound, illustrates the same tendency in
the South. We are also informed that a history of medicine in Minnesota
will soon appear under the editorship of Dr. James Armstrong. No one,
since Gurdon W. Russell of Hartford wrote his brief (158 pp.) Early
medicine and early medical men in Connecticut in I892, has attempted to
describe the story of medicine in this state, and it is hoped that under the
stimulus of our contemporary state historians a local history will soon be
written.
No American state has had such rich or varied material for medical
history as has Massachusetts. One immediately calls to mind the discovery
of surgical anesthesia (Dr. Viets' book has as a frontispiece the well-known
picture of Morton's first public demonstration of ether), and the celebrated
medical families of Massachusetts-Warrens, Jacksons, Bigelows, Shattucks,
Cheevers, and Homans; one thinks also of the great personal contributions of
Boylston, Bowditch and Fitz, and of the new era in surgery inaugurated by
Harvey Cushing; finally one is reminded of one of the great discoveries of
modern clinical medicine, the cure of pernicious anTmia. These riches would
have embarrassed many medical historians and intimidated others, but Dr.
Viets has sailed a clear course and given a book of absorbing interest which
has the great virtues of brevity, accuracy, and a singularly happy perspective.
* "Medical History of Michigan." Compiled and edited by a Committee,
C. B. Burr, Chairman. Published under the auspices of the Michigan State Medical
Society. Minneapolis: Bruce Publishing Co. 2 vols. 1930-31, (Frontispiece
of Beaumont).
** "Medicine in Virginia in the Seventeenth Century." By W. B. Blanton.
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After discussing medical education in the seventeenth century, Dr. Viets
tells the story of Samuel Fuller, the physician who crossed on the Mayflower,
and we are given the full benefit of recent historical investigations upon this
memorable sea passage. One reads next of the celebrated preacher-physicians:
Thomas Thacher, Cotton Mather, and John Eliot. The story of Zabdiel
Boylston and the inoculation controversy of I721-22is also delightfully told.
It is interesting to be reminded of the enraged mob which threatened violence
to the houses, and even to the persons, of Boylston and Cotton Mather,
when it was discovered that Boylston had actually begun to inoculate. Boyl-
ston's an Historical Account of the Smwllpox (1726) is mentioned as a
masterly clinical presentation, the first of its kind from an American phy-
sician. The significance of Douglass' pioneer description of scarlet fever is
also dwelt upon. "The century", Viets says, "opens and closes with smallpox
and, although control was partly established by laws and by the inoculation
practices of Boylston, it was not until i8oo, when Benjamin Waterhouse
introduced Jennerian vaccination, that there was any marked decrease in the
death rate."
In discussing James Lloyd, Dr. Viets allows himself to speculate concern-
ing the probable contents of his library in I770. "Surely, the library would
be mostly from English sources, the books of his teachers of twenty-five
years before. William Smellie's 'Midwifery' (1752), perhaps brought
home by Lloyd from London, and a set of the same author's 'Anatomical
Tables' (I754), would hold first place in the obstetrical corner. William
Hunter's great work on the pregnant uterus would come later, for it was
not published until I774. Under surgery and anatomy, William Cheseld-
en's 'Treatise on a High Operation for Stone' (I723), along with his an-
atomy M713) and his atlas of osteology (1733); Lorenz Heiter's 'Chirur-
gie' (17I8); Percivall Pott on 'Ruptures' (1756), 'Hydrocele' (1762),
'Fistula in Ano' (1765), 'Injuries to the Head' (1768), and 'Fractures and
Dislocations' (1768); Albinus on the 'Bones and Muscles' (I747) and
Winslow's 'Exposition Anatomique' (I732). None of John Hunter's works
on surgery or physiology had been published in 1770. Physiology, however,
would be represented by Stephen Hales's 'Statical Essays' (I731-33) on blood
pressure; Albrecht von Haller's 'Elements of Physiology' (1759-66) and,
perhaps, Robert Whytt's 'Involuntary Motions of Animals' (175I). In
pathology one would hope to find Morgani's 'De Sedibus' (176I) and under
medicine, Hermann Boerhaave's 'Elementa Chemiae' (1732), 'Aphorismi'
(1709), and van Swieten's 'Commentaries' (1741). In addition, of course,
the works of Sydenham, Harvey's 'De Motu Cordis' (i628), Cowper's
'Anatomy' (I698), and Willis's works, including the 'Cerebri Anatomie,'200 YALE JOURNAL OF BIOLOGY AND MEDICINE
from the seventeenth century. There would be many others and among
them, we hope, a I543 Vesalius bound in vellum!"
In passing to the nineteenth century, the outstanding topic is surgical
anesthesia, and the subject is handled with great circumspection. "The
'Death of Pain', as S. Wier Mitchell so aptly describes the discovery of ether
anesthesia, is not only the greatest contribution Massachusetts has made to
medicine, but, indeed, the most important advance in medicine ever made in
America." Dr. Viets deals with the various claimants to priority-Colton,
Wells, Jackson, and Long-and makes it quite clear that the laurels should
unquestionably pass to W. T. G. Morton, since it was he who took entire
responsibility for the outcome of the first public demonstration on human
beings, and since the action of ether had been thoroughly tested previously
on animals it was a great triumph for the experimental method. It is this
last circumstance which makes Morton's position particularly secure.
The book ends with a brief chapter on modern development in surgery
and medicine, in which we are reminded of Fitz's discovery of appendicitis
and pancreatitis and his recommendation of radical surgical intervention for
the cure of each, and of Harvey Cushing, who is described as the foremost
contributor to surgery in the last twenty years. The book terminates very
appropriately with an account of the great contribution of Minot and
Murphy.
J. F. FULTON
NOSOGRAPHY-The Evolution of Clinical Medicine in Modern
Times. By Knud Faber, M.D., LL.D., Professor of Internal Medi-
cine, University of Copenhagen. (With an introductory note by
Rufus Cole, M.D.) Second Edition, Revised. Paul B. Hoeber,
New York, I930, xvii + 222 pp.
It was once observed by Burke that "a very great part of the mischiefs
that vex the world arises from words. People soon forget the meaning but
the impression and the passions remain." No better illustration of the truth
of this could be had than in this historical portrayal of the battles that have
been and, indeed, are being fought about certain philosophical concepts of
disease as embodied in words.
Nosography, literally the description of disease, was, in the hands of phy-
sicians like Sydenham, Corvisart, Laennec and Louis, a method of scientific
approach to the study of the abnormal in man. This approach did not differ
essentially from that of the scientists in other divisions of biology of the
corresponding periods. They observed phenomena, reconstructed and pre-
dicted the course of events, and were fired with the same zeal "rerum cog-